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HOW TO APPLY FOR FINANCIAL AID
Financial Aid Eligibility Requirements

To be eligible for federal financial aid, you must be: 1) A citizen of the United States or eligible
permanent resident. 2) Enrolled in an eligible program. 3) Making satisfactory academic progress
toward graduation. 4) Not in default on a financial aid loan nor owe a refund to a financial aid grant
received at any postsecondary college or institution. 5) Registered with the U.S Selective Service: If
applicable.

First Time Applicants

Completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is the first step in applying for
federal and state aid programs. The FAFSA includes all the information necessary to determine
your expected family contribution or "EFC". Aid administrators use the EFC to determine your
eligibility for financial aid programs. The FAFSA must be completed electronically via the Internet.

FAFSA on the Internet

Beginning January 1, 2003, you may access the electronic version of the FAFSA on the Internet. We
recommend that you apply electronically. This process is fast, simple, and hassle-free. Go to

www.fafsa.ed.gov.

Renewal Applicants

If you filed a FAFSA, you will be mailed a PIN Mailer (containing your PIN number which can be
used to access your renewal application through Renewal FAFSA on the Web), or a PIN Reminder
email (if you supplied a correct email address and already have a PIN) or a Paper Renewal FAFSA
sent to your permanent address.

Use the PIN number to facilitate filing your Renewal Application on-line. The PIN can be used as an
electronic signature for filing the renewal FAFSA, the FAFSA, and for Corrections on the Web.
Parents can now apply for PINS to use as an electronic signature for FAFSA on the web.

PIN Number

Using your PIN allows you (and your parent, if they have a PIN and you're a dependent student) to
electronically "sign" your FAFSA. Parents' signatures are now accepted electronically by the federal
processor.

If you or your parents do not have a PIN number and would like to file your renewal application on-
line, go to www.pin.ed.gov and request that a PIN number be sent to you.
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